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President's Message for November 2016 
  Hi everyone, 

         And Happy " Rats, it sure has finally gotten cold 
and it must be winter once again" month. Time to get 
back to inside and model railroading once again. This 
month is a fairly quiet one for our group, we only 
have two events even planned this month, so here 
goes: 

          Don't forget that this month on the Saturday 
following Thanksgiving Day we will take the tinplate 
layout with the HO layout, along with Tom Scott's two 
layouts and head for the main lobby of the downtown 
Library to participate in their big celebration of Christ-
mas for the people of Cleveland. We will be enter-
tained by choir groups, a tuba or brass band, and 
other holiday oriented activities for the day. Last year 
the staff even served hot apple cider and cookies to 
the crowd, and of course, us. We will be the headlin-
ers of the show with the train layouts and we will 
spend the day removing all the curious little hands 
from grabbing the trains as they operate, but it will be 
a great time for all us suburban rich kids who will be 
showing off our toys for the homeless people of 
downtown. For me it also is a time for reflection on 
the truth that I am not one of those homeless people 
in front of us and how grateful and fortunate I am to 
be me and not one of them. 

           I am reminded of an event that actually hap-
pened to me and my granddaughter, Clarissa, one 
year. During the Michael White Mayor days, we were 
invited each year to set up our trains in the main lob-
by of City Hall and participate in the city's Christmas 
Show. They did things right then, with a huge toy 
chest full of all kinds of goodies from a five pound 
Hershey Bar to a full LGB train set with track, and 
dolls, computers and everything a kid could hope for 
at Christmas.  

           Each visiting kid could pick a key from a big 
bag, and if the key worked and the chest opened, the 
kid got all the toys in the chest. Then they refilled the 
chest and started handing out more keys. 

          We were right next to the chest when a cute 
little boy of about five or six picked out the correct key  

 

and opened the chest to all the wonders inside. Natu-
rally the kid went ballistic, but as we watched, his 
mother just stood there as tears started rolling down 
her face. She was asked by the Mayor's aide why 
she was crying and her reply still haunts me today. 
She said the they were homeless and living day to 
day in a homeless shelter downtown which did not 
allow any personal items to be brought in. She would 
have to tell her son that he couldn't have any of the 
toys that he had won so they could have a warm 
place to sleep that night. 

           That is why I go downtown with the layout and 
run it for the kids. Others may have their own rea-
sons, but if I can do anything to make their day a little 
brighter, count me in. You might want to try it yourself 
this year. 

            My garage sale scouts found me a final treas-
ure before the season ended this year and I want to 
share it with everyone if I can. They found eighteen 
copies of the Pennsylvania Railroad's employee mag-
azine from the early fifties. These are really slick 
magazines and very nicely done, filled with articles 
on employees and their jobs, promotions and deaths, 
there is even a copy of the 1954 Annual Report, cov-
ering the company's finances and property for the 
1953 accounting year. 

            One thing that astounded me while reading 
these magazines was how enormous that railroad 
really was! It had 3, 067 locomotives alone, 1391 
steam, 1404 diesels, and 272 electrics, most of which 
were GG-Is. They also had 193,000 freight cars, and 
5695 passenger cars! The annual report is filled with 
such trivia, but our SPF's (Slobbering Pennsy Freaks) 
will find it interesting, and who among us is not a 
closet SPF anyway? 

             I am hoping that Tom Pescha and Chuck can 
somehow put a few articles or railroad facts in our 
newsletter if only to please all the SPFs in our group. 
Maybe next month .  

      Lee 



Two things converged to bring together an on-going 
project which by its nature has to be “My Greatest 
Find”: 

First, there is a bit of mystery associated with Gilbert 
American Flyer production in 1946, as a number of cat-
alogued items were not produced that year, being de-
layed into 1947, and some were not produced at all. 
So, it was with the 1946 332 4-8-4 Northern loco and 
the 342 0-8-0 switcher. In comments made to the S 
Gaugian magazine and others, former A.C. Gilbert em-
ployee, Maury Romer noted that usually there was a 
run of at least 27 pieces of a catalogued item were 
made to be shown at the New York Toy Fair, which 
would mean that there should have been at least 27 
1946 332 Northerns and 342 0-8-0s made. However, 
as Romer also noted, leftover and unused pieces may 
have been recycled into the productions for 1947 or lat-
er years. What now makes the 342 0-8-0 and 332 
Northern exotic to us is that 1946 is the only year that 
the locomotives had the full railroad name on the tender 
without the American Flyer herald, so the lettering on 
the 1946 332 tender would be “Union Pacific”, and the 
lettering on the 1946 0-8-0 tender would be “Nickel 
Plate Road”. 

As someone who has been interested specifically in 
collecting American Flyer production of the years 1946-
52, the mystery of these locomotives has always ap-
pealed to me. Over the years, I have made it a point to 
investigate the story of these two locomotives. There 
have been rumors of these locomotives trading hands, 
but there has never been a published full-length picture 
of either locomotive that I have ever seen in any Green-
berg guide, TM Guide or Doyle guide or in any S 
Gaugian article. The Best source of yearly American 
Flyer production remains the articles published by Dave 
Garrigues and Pete Jugle in the S Gaugian which ran 
from 1973-77 and are all incorporated in the Heimburg-
er House publication A.C. Gilbert’s Heritage, published 
in 1987. These articles do give a tantalizing side view of 
the front of an 0-8-0 to show valve gear linkage, but no 
picture of the entire locomotive. While the last Green-
berg guide (the soft cover 1996 edition) does indicate a 
verification of the 1946 332 in the “Jones Collection”, 
there is no verification of the 1946 0-8-0. 

So, having been on the trail for a long time of these en-
gines, I eventually determined that it would be too cost-
ly and time-consuming to acquire an original of each of 
these engines, even if they did exist, and thus deter-
mined that I would put together a reasonable facsimile 
of each engine. Where to begin? Why, at the second 
part of the story, of course!! 

Just as the Arlo Guthrie song goes “You can find any-
thing you want at Alice’s Restaurant”, you truly can find 
almost anything train related at the TCA York Meet train 
shows held every April and October at the York County, 
Pa Fairgrounds. I have attended about 45-50 York 

shows, the last being in Spring, 2012, and that show 
satisfied my want list for about five years. I had thought 
to attend this Fall’s show, but our newest dog, Cody, 
worked his way into our hearts in late September, and 
when we brought him home, that meant postponing a 
trip to York and forgoing Indian playoff and World Se-
ries tickets as well this fall. Hopefully, his training will be 
complete by the Spring, 2017 York Meet and I can 
make it back. 

Anyway, back to my train of thought. In about 2005-
2006, I had acquired a very nice facsimile of the 1946 
342 0-8-0 from a gentleman in the Silver Hall at a rea-
sonable price (some nice original parts, but I can simply 
not claim it is an original piece), when I visited the same 
gentleman in the Silver Hall who had both a 1946 and  
a 1947 Northern, with the 1946 Northern having the 
same story as the 1946 0-8-0 (there was an individual 
who had claimed to have a number of one-of-a-kind 
items in the first several Greenberg guides, and these 
items were later shown to be items that could not be 
verified as A.C. Gilbert originals). Anyway, this gentle-
man was selling these items from the same collection 
as my 1946 0-8-0. Now the kicker here, is that it is not 
always wise to take one’s spouse to York, and as I ex-
amined these items, I heard my beloved spouse remark 
“You aren’t really considering spending that much on 
those train engines, when we have so many things that 
need to be worked on at our house, are you”?!?! Grum-
bling quite a bit, I placed the engines back on the table 
and walked onward, thinking that was the end of the 
matter. 

However, surprisingly, it was not. At another Spring 
York, two years later, I visited the same gentleman and 
inquired about those engines. He asked me if I was still 
interested and pulled a box out from under the table. 
For whatever reason, someone had disassembled the 
1946 Northern, but the 1947 Northern had the loco and 
tender reasonably intact and I acquired the box for 
$400, a nice savings from two years earlier. The 1947 
Northern was able to be pieced together in a fairly short 
time (thanks to Gary Lewis!!) and the 1946 Northern 
had intact loco and tender shells, front and rear trailing 
trucks and some linkage. I actually found a 1946 loco 
chassis on Ebay and then we gingerly put the loco to-
gether (the last thing left to do on the loco is put the 
brass buttons in). The Tender chassis was broken and 
in pieces (it was not designed well and may explain 
why these locos could not survive), and I will have pic-
tures to show this at the meeting, and hope to have the 
parts to display on a card by our train show. So, anoth-
er chassis had to be used and modified for the smoke 
unit. My almost complete 1946 332 now sits on my 
shelf with a complement of long-truck Pullmans just as 
intended in the 1946 catalog, so this is my greatest find.   
Come by and see it sometime!!  Chuck (P.S.  - I let my 
wife know she actually saved us money, so she is off 
the hook, too!!) 

My Greatest Collecting 



NEWS AND NOTES:  

Maria Futules,  Secretary 

Meeting Minutes — Oct. 16, 2016  
The October 16th, 2016 meeting of the Cuyahoga 
Valley S-Gaugers was held at the Olmsted Falls 
L.S. & M.S. Depot held by the Cuyahoga Valley & 
West Shore Model Railroad Club.   

Refreshments were provided by Jim and Maria Fu-
tules and cookies by Tom Fritch.    

A short meeting was called to order by President 
Lee McCarty at 5:00 p.m. with 17 members pre-
sent. 

A motion was made to donate $100 to the Cuya-
hoga Valley & West Shore model railroad club. The 
motion was seconded and passed unanimously by 
the CVSGA members attending. 

Chuck Fonda mentioned that our dear club mem-
ber, and past secretary, Gene Rominski passed 
away and that the funeral would be on Wednesday 
Oct. 19th at the Chapel from noon to 1:00 pm at 
6245 Sunset Memorial Park Columbia Road.  May 
his memory be eternal. 

Old Business:  
None reported 

New Business:  
The TCA will be holding their Train Show at the 
UAW Hall on Oct. 28. As of this meeting, they have 
not asked the club for the tinplate layout for the 
day.  In the event they request the layout over the 
next week, we will agree to have it there. The TCA 
will pay the usual fee for the layout and provide 3 
or 4 tables for use by CVSGA members. 

Discussion came up to start planning from now for 
our 2019 S-Spree Convention and whether or not 
we even want to do a convention car.  By waiting 
too long to decide, we limit our options when it 
comes time. Columbus would not be having a con-
vention.  It was asked how many of our 2016 con-
vention cars remain.  The count was 63 TOFC , 27 
container cars, and 7 Mustang cars are still left 
(now at 62, 25, & 2 repectively).   

Lee McCarty asked Jim Futules to have some ide-
as at our next club meeting pertaining to possible 
convention cars. 

With no further items, motion for adjournment was 
made by Jim Sima and seconded by Joe Jansky, 
Meeting adjourned at 5:40 pm.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Upcoming Shows: 
Nov. 26, 2016 - TCA Chapter Meet - Parma UAW Hall 

Nov. 26, 2016 - Art and Craft Show - Painesville Depot 

Dec. 4, 2016 - Medina Train Show - Medina Fairgrounds 

Dec. 11, 2016 - Massillion Train Show - Massillion KC 

Dec. 18, 2016 - Christmas Train Show, Lakeland Community 

College  

January 7, 2017 - Snow Dogs Train Show, Parma UAW Hall 

January 7, 2017 - Antique Toy Show, Lakeland Community 

College 

Be sure to check www.cleveshows.com for the most 

complete list of NE Ohio Train and Toy Shows! 

Set-up times for the Library event will be 3:30-
4:00 PM on Friday November 25, 2016. The 
event starts on 10:00 AM on November 26, 
2016 and we will be taking down the layouts 
around 4:00 PM on the 26th. A good time is 
usually had by all, so try to join us and bring 
something to run that you have been saving 
perhaps for a special moment. 

Our Holiday party is set for December 11, 
2016 at the residence of our esteemed leader, 
lee McCarty, also known as Maison chez 
McCarty, 8525 Broadview Road, Broadview 
Heights, Ohio. Lee’s contact info is House 
phone (440)-526-9864; Cell phone (440)-665-
0243, and email Macsir@aol.com. Lee sug-
gests that we start the party at approximately 
4:00 P.M, and that club members whose 
names start with A-H bring an appetizer, those 
that start with I-P bring a side dish, and those 
that start with R-Z bring a dessert.  Any ques-
tions, call Lee. 

We will be discussing our train show set for 
January 7, 2017 at the UAW Hall in Parma, 
Ohio at the meeting. Set up times are the nor-
mal times and will also be posted on the web-
site. Everyone will be asked to help out. So 
check out the meeting and the website for fur-
ther info. 

Train Show schedule – we will not have our 
layouts at any of these: 

mailto:Macsir@aol.com








Our next meeting is November  20, 2016, 6 pm at: 

The next meeting will be held at the Boneyard Restaurant, 101 E. Royalton Road, Broadview 
Heights, Ohio 44147; Tel: 440-717-9464. The Boneyard is at the Northeast corner of Broadview  
and Royalton Roads. Coming off I-77 head west on Rt. 82 (Royalton Road) to the Boneyard. If you 
need further directions call either Lee’s cellphone (440-665-0243) or Chuck’s (216-544-6400. See 
you there.  
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