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President's Message for January 2017 
  Hi everyone, 

         Happy New Year to all our members and 
my hope that the new year will be better for all of 
us. I have been hearing snippits from our club 
guys about their status since Christmas and 
have learned some good news and some bad, 
unfortunately.  

          Former President Mike Graham reports 
that he has recovered from all the ailments he 
has suffered in the past year. He is out of the 
nursing home and in his own home once again, 
and has a bright outlook on his and Linda's im-
mediate future. He even still talks about starting 
his home layout! That is what I call optimism for 
sure! Go for it Mike.  

          Jim Niedherst reports that he has man-
aged to liquidate most of Gene Rominski's S 
Gauge collection and that Jean Rominski has 
told him to simply clear out the remaining stock 
for whatever he can get for it, so you may wish to 
contact him about anything you may have seen 
at our train show. By the way he also reports that 
there are two beautiful six foot long train cabinets 
on the basement wall that are free to a good 
home. Since Gene made his living as a cabinet 
maker you can imagine how good those sets are, 
so contact Jim at 440 461 7947 for more infor-
mation if you are interested in acquiring them. 

          Unfortunately, Mike Udolph reports that 
long time club member George Danas has 
passed away recently at the age of eighty. 
George has been an original member since the 
late seventies but has not had the strength to 
participate much in the past ten years or so. His 
passing will be missed a lot since he was a walk-
ing encyclopedia of A.C. Gilbert. On behalf of the 
club I sent a bouquet to the Funeral home in the 
club's name.  

           

    Bill Newhouse reports that he also has an en-
closed cabinet up for a new home. I have seen 
pictures of it at the show. It looks to be about thir-
ty inches wide and four feet high with an en-
closed cabinet on top and several wide, flat 
drawers on the bottom. It has a light in it. It is fin-
ished in wood colors and probably will fit in any-
where in a train room. If you are interested in 
more information, call Bill at 330 928-2672. 

    Our biggest activity in the past month of 
course was our Snowdogs Train Show at the 
UAW Hall on January 7th. It was just our luck 
that we chose the coldest weekend in years to 
host the show! I tend to become a worry wart be-
fore the show about tables rented, weather, at-
tendance, advertising, and a lot of other things 
as well. This cold snap caused one huge worry 
on Friday before the show started. We had sold 
156 tables, a sell out for the show, but starting on 
Friday morning, I got a total of 24 tables that can-
celled out of the show, and I was almost sick 
thinking of it. I was afraid that attendance would 
suffer as well. Then mother nature smiled on us 
and several people came forward and asked us if 
we had any extra tables for rent. We ended up at 
a sellout once again. 

       Since we as a policy never publish financial 
information in this newsletter, I will just say for 
everyone that we had over three hundred people 
through the door and made good profit. Greg will 
give us the details at the club meeting at the 
Stopars this Sunday, but I can say that our budg-
et is secure for another year. Tom Pescha also 
reports that his toy show at Kirtland that week-
end was also a success. 

            

         



President's Message Continued 

Since we as a policy never publish financial in-
formation in this newsletter, I will just say for 
everyone that we had over three hundred peo-
ple through the door and made good profit. 
Greg will give us the details at the club meeting 
at the Stopars this Sunday, but I can say that 
our budget is secure for another year. Tom 
Pescha also reports that his toy show at 
Kirtland that weekend was also a success. 

           That seems to be all the news for this 
organization for this month except for our going 
to the TCA Division Meet on the 28th of this 
month, which I will get to soon, so I will just get 
to the thing that I am most concerned with this 
month. I want to apologise to the entire mem-
bership for my lack of participation in setting up 
and taking down of the show last weekend. I 
spent the entire night before and the entire day 
of the show sitting somewhere instead of going 
around and seeing that everything was going 
well. I issued more orders to our members than 
General Patton in WWII to his troops. I am very 
sorry for this performance, I knew what had to 
be done but was totally incapable of doing it 
myself. For this I am sorry, and if you were in-
sulted by the orders, please forgive me. 

          If you stop and think about it, Ray Diers-
ing and I have put on three train shows in the 
past year, the Jan 2 2016 Snowdogs Show, the 
S Spree in May and now this one. Ray had the 
good sense to realize that he has health issues 
and went inactive after the Spree to recover his 
health. I was the stupid one and went on alone 
to organize our 2017 show. Most of you know 
that I spent over a week in Parma Hospital this 
September with a case of NASL, non alcoholic 
Cirrhosis of the liver and was told by the doc-

tors that it would take me at least a full year to 
recover from this ailment. I didn't believe them 
and gave myself three months to recover. 

           Unfortunately the doctors were right. I 
have not responded to treatments and still need 
to have excess fluid removed from my chest 
cavity every five weeks or so and I am literally 
as weak as a kitten. I am also short of breath 
enough to worry the professionals about heart 
failure. I need to step back and give my body 
time to recover. 

         I have discussed this situation with sever-
al of the senior members of this organization 
and they have reminded me that there is a rea-
son why I cannot resign as President. Whether 
I acknowledge it or not, I know a lot of people 
nationwide and if I resigned, those contacts for 
the club would be lost. 

        I will run again for President once again, 
but under the condition that someone else step 
up to do the work. It should be an easy year for 
us with no shows until next year, but someone 
has to arrange for us to be at someone else's 
shows, arrange for crews to man the layouts 
etc. There are a lot of people who can do this 
job easily, but no one seems willing to step for-
ward and volunteer. Folks, it is your turn!  I will 
close this message with the message that un-
less someone steps forward, there simply will 
be no Snowdogs show next year because I 
cannot do it again. 

         See you all at Brian and Dawn's house 
and brand new layout this Sunday 

Lee  
macsir@aol.com 

mailto:macsir@aol.com


NEWS AND NOTES:  

Maria Futules,  Secretary 

Meeting Minutes — Nov. 20, 2016  
The Nov. 20th, 2016 meeting of the Cuyahoga Valley S-
Gaugers was held at the Bone Yard Restaurant in Broadview 
Heights and was called to order by President Lee McCarty at 
6:32p.m. with 16 members present. Greg Melzer gave the 
treasurer’s report. The treasury is healthy with no outstanding 
debts. 

Old Business:  
The club’s Christmas Party will be at Lee and Cindy McCarty’s 
home on December 11th starting at 4:00 pm. The members will 
bring a special dish, appetizers, cheese balls, meatballs, or 
dessert of their choice. The club will pay for the Honey Baked 
Ham. 

New Business:  
Transporting the tinplate layout to the Cleveland Public Library 
for the Christmas display on Nov. 26 was discussed.  The load-
ing dock is very narrow and requires a pickup truck that is 
small enough to get in and out. Ray Diersing, who has such a 
truck, is physically unable to do this. Joe Jansky will check with 
Enterprise Car Rental to see what they have available that will 
do the job. The HO layout will be going as well.  

It is becoming more expensive to send the newsletter to the 95 
members in the club. Suggestion was made to see who would 
accept having their newsletter sent via their email address only 
with the remainder mailed out. Those members not having a 
computer must have the newsletter mailed to them. 

Discussion came up on whether or not we would have a con-
vention car for our 2019 S-Spree and if we are to have one, we 
must start planning from now. At our last meeting, Lee McCarty 
asked Jim Futules to have some ideas pertaining to possible 
convention cars. Jim did so by bringing 17 prototypes that he 
thought convention car collectors would be interested in buy-
ing.  Lee motioned that whatever we decide on be limited to 
only 100.  Bill Wyatt seconded the motion and all present 
passed it. There will be a convention car. 

Our 2019 S-Spree is booked with Holiday Inn Embassy Suites 
in Independence, Ohio. The sales manager is Heather 
Debroco. Heather is the same person who was at the Strongs-
ville Holiday Inn a few years ago before the reorganization. 
She is very familiar with our needs and offered the same type 
of deal that she has in the past which is significantly better than 
the one we got at the Strongsville Holiday Inn back in May. 

Kim Pizzino suggested that the High rail or Universal layout 
have lighted signals and other devices that provide motion and/
or sound (a horn and whistle).  The possibility of adding DCC 
Control to the Universal layout was discussed. There is a cost 
and it needs to be given some thought. 

With no further items, motion for adjournment was made by 
Joe Jansky and seconded by Bill Wyatt, Meeting adjourned at 
7:30 pm.  

The next meeting will be at 6:00 PM on January 22, 2017 at 
the home of Brian and Dawn Stopar. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Upcoming Shows: 
January 28, 2017 - TCA Train Meet, Parma UAW Hall 

Feb. 5, 2017 - Medina Train Show, Medina 

March 18 & 19, 2017, Railfest, Lakeland Community College 

March 26, 2017 - Massillon Train show, Massillon  

April 2, 2017 - Medina Train Show, Medina 

April 8, 2017 - Fundraiser - Painesville Railroad Museum 

May 6, 2017 - TCA Train Meet, Parma UAW Hall 

May 6 & 7, 2017 - Model Train Days, Painesville Railroad 

Museum. 

Be sure to check www.cleveshows.com for the most 

complete list of NE Ohio Train and Toy Shows! 

Thanks to Lee and Ray for the tremendous ef-
fort they put forth on the shows in the past 
year, and the words as noted in the President’s 
Message are something that need to ponder, 
which all members should ponder. 

 

Train Show schedule – TCA – UAW Hall Janu-
ary 28, 2017; Lakeland College NMRA Train 
Show March 18-19, 2017. 

As Lee noted in the President’s Message, long
-time CVSGA member George Danas passed 
away recently. The family will be receiving 
friends form 4-7 PM on Tuesday, January 17, 
2017 at the Diamond Street home of Wappner 
Funeral Directors, 98 Diamond Street, Mans-
field, Ohio 44902. The memorial service will be 
held Wednesday, January 18, 2017 at the 
Main Street United Methodist Church, 230 S. 
Main Street, Mansfield, Ohio  at 11:30 A.M. 
Private burial services will be held at a later 
date. Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Main Street United Methodist  Church or 
Hospice of North Canton, Ohio. For further in-
formation  visit the website www.wappner.com. 

I have many good memories of George, who 
always had an easy smile, and a nice laugh. I 
enjoyed chatting with him at the various train 
shows we visited together, and the many 
memories we shared at the York Train show. 
He will be missed by all of us “old-timers’ 
among our club membership. 

Chuck 

http://www.wappner.com




The Painesville Railroad Museum is 
holding a Fundraiser at Harry Buffalo, 
2119 Mentor Avenue, Painesville, Ohio 
44077 on Saturday, April 8, 2017 from 
3 pm to 5 pm. Tickets are $20.00 each 
and include all you can eat appetizers 
and drink. Drinks include domestic 
draft beer, house wine & well liquors, 
soft drinks and coffee. Appetizers in-
clude Salad, Smothered Chicken , 
Sheet Pizza, Boneless Wings, and 
Fries. 

 

We will also have a great Chinese Raf-
fle along with a 50/30-20 raffle. We 
have some outstanding Baskets for the 
Chinese Raffle.  

 

For pre-sale Tickets, contact Len Kess-
ler at (440) 417-6746 or Tom Pescha at 
216-470-5780 

Make checks out to ‘WRRA’ 



Our next meeting is January 22, 2017, 6 pm at: 

The next meeting will be hosted by Brian and Dawn Stopar, 3362 Royalwood Road, North Royalton 
Ohio 44133; Tel: 216-870-9705, email: btstopar@aol.com. From the west, take Rt. 82 (Royalton 
Road) to State Road. Head North on State Road to Royalwood Road, and then turn right. From the 
east, take Rt. 82 to Broadview Road. Head north on Broadview Road to Royalwood Road and turn 
left. Brian and Dawn’s house is at the corner of Athena and Royalwood Road. Brian has indicated 
that no parking is available on Royalwood Road, so park on the side street. If you need further di-
rections call either Lee’s cellphone (440-665-0243) or Brian’s cellphone noted above. Brian, Dawn 
and Connor will be seeking input about the expansion of their train layout, and will have a new pup-
py to welcome us See you there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CVSG 

Lee McCarty 

8725 Broadview Road 

Broadview Heights, OH  44147 


