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The Lakeshore Special
President's Message for February 2021
While I look normal on the outside (no
comments, please), spending all of my
time at home instead of being out and
about is starting to have an impact. Not
mentally mind you, but financially. Now
how in the world by staying at home
could that be costing me money. Quite
easy, actually, as I will explain.
S gauge trains are not my only passion.
I was once active in numismatics. Not so
much on a grand scale like some who
have to accumulate every imaginable
coin on the face of this planet, but rather
on a more limited and focused level. I
lost that focus about 15 years ago with
little activity until this past December.
That is when I pulled out the few remaining coin albums to admire what I have. In
looking through them, I realized that there
were still a number of holes left to fill.
The problem is that these were not just
holes, they were expensive holes and I
decided it was time to fill them with a few
exceptions that are truly beyond my
means. Rather than chase after coin
shows and have to be in close proximity
to others, I went online. It was all too
easy and being armed with a zero balance credit card, I went overboard in a

short period of time. I accomplished what
I set out to do and I am miraculously still
solvent but I will be glad when this thing
with COVID finally ends and we can all
start going to the train shows where I
don’t normally spend quite so much money.
There are a few train shows that are
still scheduled over the next few months.
Check out www.cleveshows.com to see
what is still on. Any of you who do not
have a computer can call me at 330-6339097 to find out which train shows are still
on. Those shows where we would have
had the layouts up and running were all
cancelled as mentioned in the January
2021 newsletter.
Lionel has released its 2021 Big Book
catalog and can be viewed on their website. The lineup of American Flyer, as
usual, is at the back of the catalog but
with a twist. By flipping the catalog over
top to bottom, the American Flyer portion
of the catalog becomes the front page so
that you don’t have to go leafing through
it to find the trains.
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President's Message Continued
Dues are due. There are still quite a
few people on the membership roster
who have not yet paid their dues for 2021
and missed the opportunity to renew at
$10. The dues have now reverted back
to the usual $20. Attached is the renewal
application. As has already been mentioned, and I will keep hammering this
home, anyone who does not respond to
the call to renew will be dropped from the
roster at the end of April.
Mike Wolf of MTH Trains is Retiring
It was reported in the November 2020
newsletter that Mike Wolf, owner and
president of MTH Trains, would be retiring
in 2021. Mike will be pulling the plug on
MTH in May of this year. He was trying to
sell the assets as one but found it tough
to do whereby it became necessary to
split everything among several different
buyers. It has been announced that the
line of HO and S gauge trains has been
sold to Scale Trains, Incorporated. It is
on YouTube under Scale Trains MTH Acquisition. It will be a few years before the
S gauge trains start showing up under the
Scale Trains brand name. In the meantime, if you are looking for any MTH items
to add to your fleet, contact your source
(s) of MTH products or contact MTH soon
because they, too, will be disappearing
quickly. It seems like yesterday that S
Helper Service sold out to MTH.

About A. C. Gilbert
This month’s article is a short one about
A. C. Gilbert. It is interesting to note that
it was the AC Gilbert Company who developed the enamel coated wire that
made it possible to make motors smaller.
Up until that time, wire insulation was a
wrapping of shellacked paper or woven
cotton fabric that limited how fine the wire
could be and took up a lot of space in a
motor winding. The company had difficulty in getting U.L. (Underwriters Laboratory) approval for it but went ahead and
used it anyhow in their Polar Cub fans to
prove the point. The U.L. eventually saw
the light (no pun intended) and approved
the wire.
With not much happening for now and
with no explanation necessary, there is no
February Meeting.
Stay healthy and see you all when it is finally safe to come out to play.
Jim Futules
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From February/March 1987 issue of ”The Herald”
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NEXT MEETING: February Meeting is Cancelled
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