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President's Message for October 2019 
 It has been a busy month for me with little 

time to think of something for the October Presi-

dent’s Message.  What I was working on offered 

something to reflect on what happened to me 

two years ago involving a panel from the high 

rail layout.  That was when I broke my leg.   

 

    Water was getting into the basement by way 

of the door that I use to take things in and out of 

that basement.  The water was bringing in silt 

and depositing it on the floor in the form of mud.  

The water was finding its way to that door from 

somewhere and was getting worse over time 

with a broken leg as a result.  Just where it was 

coming from was unknown until this year when a 

washout finally occurred at the southwest corner 

of the house.  It was caused by a broken drain 

pipe that was supposed to take the water from 

the downspout away from the house. 

 

    I recognized the potential over thirty years 

ago and put in a railroad tie retaining wall that 

pretty much did the job.  It was to be temporary 

until such time as I could put in something more 

permanent.  That didn’t happen.  The wood 

eventually rotted away followed by the washout 

and I was just not paying attention to it.  It was 

out of sight and out of mind. 

 

    The problem was corrected with repairs and a 

concrete block wall to hold everything in place.  

Although there are still a few other things to do, 

the effort rewarded me with a bone dry base-

ment.  In hindsight, I should have done this a 

long time ago.  The bottom line is to not put off 

for tomorrow what should be done today, lest 

you break a leg or something else.  Maybe now I 

can build that layout in the basement and not 

have to worry about water coming in. 

 

         

Summer is officially over and we are back into 

the train show season.  The tinplate and high rail 

layouts went to the Great Berea Train Show on 

October 5 and 6.  Humidity has been an issue 

lately with the high rail layout.  We had trouble 

installing the legs at Kirtland back in April.  That 

was taken care of with no problems at Berea on-

ly to have the bridge sections having the same 

issue this time around.  That was an easy fix 

whereby everything went together as it should.  

The modifications made to the bridge sections 

several months ago were a big improvement 

with smoother running without bouncing as the 

locomotives crossed over from one panel on to 

the next.  Both the high rail and tinplate layouts 

ran great. 

 

Continued on page 2 
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President's  Message Continued 

    The York TCA meet is coming up on October 

17, 18, & 19.  The TCA Great Lakes Division is 

having its train meet on October 26.  The CJ 

Trains Show is November 9 in Mount Hope 

where the plan is to have the tinplate layout up 

and running.  The tinplate layout will also be go-

ing to the Cleveland Public Library on November 

30.  Our Snow Dogs Show, with the tinplate lay-

out, will be on January 4 at the UAW Hall in Par-

ma.  There are a host of other shows in Ohio 

that are coming up between now and well into 

2020.  A complete list is available online at 

www.cleveshows.com.   

    Thanks to Mike Udolph for hosting the Sep-

tember meeting.  Those who came had a good 

time with a very productive meeting and treated 

to a very busy looking layout that ran perfectly. 

 

    The next meeting is at 6:00 PM on October 20 

at the Tres Potrillos Restaurant at 25765 Cha-

grin Boulevard in Beachwood.  It is just off of 

Richmond Road next to the BP gas station on 

the corner of Chagrin and Richmond from I-271.  

The restaurant does have American fare for 

those who do not want Mexican food.  Hope to 

see you at the meeting. 

 

Jim Futules 

Meeting Minutes — September 15, 2019  

The September 15, 2019 meeting of the CVSGA 

was held at the home of Mike and Nancy Udolph 

in Ashland, Ohio, and called to order by Presi-

dent Jim Futules at 6:16 p.m. with 14 members 

present. Jim Futules noted that he had re-

ceived the Treasurer’s report from Gregg Melzer 

prior to the meeting. We are still in good shape 

with no outstanding debts.   

Old Business - S Spree flat cars were brought 

by Jim Futules and some were sold to members. 

They are still available for sale as noted in prior 

newsletters. 

    Discussion was had about the new club layout 

plans with proposals to be brought forward by 

Ken Vendlinger and Darryl Dunham at upcoming 

meetings. 

    Chuck Fonda led a discussion on looking into 

Spree sites for the next S Spree we would be 

hosting in either 2023 or 2024, noted that the 

idea would be to start with a wide range of possi-

bilities up to 35-50 sites by next March and nar-

rowing down the sites to about 15-20 by next 

spring. 

    As previously noted, the consensus is that the 

club trailers will be placed into the club name, 

and a discussion was had about how insurance 

for the trailers will be handled. Among the possi-

bilities discussed was not insuring them during 

the summer months when they would essentially 

be in storage. 

New Business - Jim Futules noted that he 

and Ken Vendlinger would have a list of club 

members for the NMRA folks at Berea so there 

would be a good count of wristbands to pass 

out. The trailers were to be towed by Jim Sima 

and Ray Diersing and then taken back to Jim’s 

lot in Maple Heights after the show. 

    Bill Newhouse and Mike Udolph stated that 

they would be in charge of taking the tinplate 

layout to the John Ulbruight Mt. Hope train show 

on November 2. Contact either Mike or Bill for 

further info. 

    Chuck Fonda noted that the Winterfest event 

would be held November 30, 2019 at the Cleve-

land Public Library, and he is compiling a list of 

volunteers for the event. Anyone planning on as-

sisting should contact Chuck by cell phone at 

216-544-6400 or by email at cwaltf@aol.com. 

    Continued on page 3 
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 As had been noted by emails sent to 

members, we lost longtime club member, John 

W. Campbell, Jr. on September 1, 2019. Chuck 

Fonda made a motion that the club by bricks in 

memory of both John Campbell and Tim Simon, 

who had passed earlier this year. The cost of 

these bricks is estimated at $60-100 each, per 

TCA Quarterly. This motion was seconded by Bil-

lie Shaw and passed unanimously 

    Up and coming Events:  Next Meeting. Octo-

ber 20, 2019 at Tres Potrillos Mexican Restau-

rant 25765 Chagrin Blvd., Beachwood, Ohio at 

corner of Chagrin and Richmond Roads, right off 

I-271; Chuck Fonda November 24, 2019; Our 

Snowdogs Train show - January 4. 2020; York 

TCA Eastern Division show October 17-19, 2019. 

    With no further items, a motion was made to 

adjourn the meeting by Jim Sima, seconded by 

Joe Jansky, approved unanimously.  The meet-

ing was adjourned at 7:08 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chuck Fonda, Acting Secretary 

 

 
 
 

Meeting Minutes — September 15, 2019 continued 

Pics from The Great Berea Train Show 
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Upcoming Shows: 
 

Oct. 12, Oktoberfest, Painesville Railroad Museum 
 

Oct. 19, Old Elis’s, Milersburg, Ohio 
 

Oct. 26. TCA, Parma, Ohio 
 

Nov. 2, Mt. Hope, Mt. Hope, Ohio 
 

Nov. 3, Erie Train Show, Erie, PA 
 

Nov. 9, NETS Train Show, Highland Hts. 
 

Nov. 17, Mansfield Train Show, Mansfield, Ohio 
 

Nov. 30, TCA Meet, Parma, Ohio 
 

Dec. 8, Massillon Trains Show, Massillon, Ohio 
 

Dec. 15, Christmas Train Show, LCC, Kirtland, Ohio 
 

Dec. 29, Mansfield Train Show, Mansfield, Ohio 
 

Jan. 4, Snow Dog Train Show, Parma UAW 
 

 

Be sure to check www.cleveshows.com for the most com-

plete list of NE Ohio Train and Toy Shows! 
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NEXT MEETING:  Sunday, October 20, 2019 , 6:00 pm 

Tres Potrillos Mexican Restaurant  

25765 Chagrin Blvd.,  

Beachwood, Ohio  44122 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CVSG 

Jim Futules, 

PO Box 291  

TALLMADGE, OH 44278 


