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November 2019 

The Lakeshore Special 

  

  

 

President's Message for November 2019 
  
  The only true constant in this world is change 

but it is human nature to resist it whereby we 

tend to get set in our ways with a preference to 

leave things just as they are.  In some ways, I 

am like that and it became obvious around my 

home where nothing ever seems to change be-

cause it is my comfort zone.  Lately, I have be-

gun to realize that the house is in need of some 

upgrading to improve its appearance for that if 

and when day Maria and I decide to sell it. 

 

  The same holds true of the tinplate and high 

rail layouts where they have become our comfort 

zone and there appears to be some resistance 

to do anything with them.  For the present, my 

focus will be on the high rail layout and why it is 

time to make some major changes.  The tinplate 

layout will be for another time.   

 

  The current high rail layout is actually the third 

one done by the CVSGA.  The first one was built 

and was gone before I came into the organiza-

tion.  The second one was built in 1984 using 

code 125 rails.  It did the job for a while until the 

rails wore to the point where the wheel flanges 

on the American Flyer cars and locomotives be-

gan to bump across the track spikes.  The layout 

was upgraded to code 148 rails in 2000 with the 

entire track plan completely revised to what we 

now have. 

  

  The layout sits on the very framework that was 

first built in 1984 using old ideas without any 

thought to the difficulties it would eventually cre-

ate.  Granted, some improvements were made 

recently by removing roughly 200 pounds of 

wood from the panels, reduced the number of 

cross braces using J-bolts instead of C-clamps 

to attach them (which in itself eliminated another 

50 pounds), a roll around box for the legs, and 

modifications to the bridge sections so that they 

fit better.  There were also some changes to the 

scenery the most notable of which is the two 

stone arch bridges that offered greater visual 

appeal.  However, it still has problems with 

weight, complexity, and wood that is deteriorat-

ing.  It has served us well over the years but it 

has gotten old and it is time to replace it with 

something that is new and fresh with ease of 

transport and setting up in mind.  I will be work-

ing with Ken Vendlinger and Darrel Dunham in 

putting together a workable plan for the new lay-

out. 

  

Continued on page 2 
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President's  Message Continued 

    It is time to start thinking about our annual 
Christmas gathering.  I was considering the De-
pot Restaurant in Berea until Lee and Cindy 
McCarty stepped up to host the pot luck dinner 
at their home in Broadview Heights. 
 
When:  4:00 PM Sunday, December 8, 2019 
 
Where: 8727 Broadview Road in Broadview Hts. 
 
What to bring alphabetically by your last name:  
 A-E: Bring a main dish that will take 
care of around 12 people 
 F-K: Bring a side dish 

L-Q: Dessert 
R-V: An appetizer 
W-Z: Pop 

 

  The tinplate layout is committed to the Winter-
fest event at the Cleveland Public Library on 
Saturday November 30, 2019 with setup on Fri-
day.  Contact Chuck Fonda for specifics. 
 
  With our Snow Dogs train show coming up on 
Saturday January 4, we need a volunteer to haul 
the tinplate layout to the UAW Hall the day be-
fore and back after the show. 
 
  The next meeting is at the Golden Corral in 
Macedonia on Sunday November 24, 2019 at 
6:00 PM.  It is located on Route 82 just off of 
Route 8 to the west.  The restaurant does have 
a room that is separate from the rest of the facili-
ty.  See you all there. 
 

Jim Futules 

Meeting Minutes — October 20, 2019  

  The October 20, 2019 meeting of the CVSGA 

was held at the Tres Portrillos Restaurant in 

Beachwood, Ohio, and called to order by Presi-

dent Jim Futules at 6:19 p.m. with 10 members 

present. Jim Futules noted that he had re-

ceived the Treasurer’s report from Gregg Melzer 

prior to the meeting. We are still in good shape 

with no outstanding debts.   

Old Business - S Spree flat cars are still availa-

ble for sale as noted in prior newsletters 

Discussion continued about the new club layout 

plans with proposals to be brought forward by 

Ken Vendlinger and Darryl Dunham at upcoming 

meetings. 

Chuck Fonda noted that we are looking into 

Spree sites for the next S Spree we would be 

hosting in either 2023 or 2024, noted that the 

idea would be to start with a wide range of possi-

bilities up to 35-50 sites by next March and nar-

rowing down the sites to about 15-20 by next 

spring. 

As previously noted, the consensus is that the 

club trailers will be placed into the club name, 

and a discussion was had about how insurance 

for the trailers will be handled. Among the possi-

bilities discussed was not insuring them during 

the summer months when they would essentially 

be in storage. 

Ray Diersing and Jim Sima reported that they 

picked up the club layout trailers prior to the Be-

rea Train Show and at the end of the show 

transported them back to the lot behind Jim 

Sima’s business, where they will be stored indef-

initely. No issues were reported with either trail-

er. 

Chuck Fonda reported that Ken Vendlinger had 

noted that the layouts ran well at the show, and 

no problems were indicated. Chuck also noted 

that the contract for the Winterfest 2019 event 

with the Cleveland Public Library had been 

signed and returned. The date of the event is 

November 30. 2019, with set-up around 4:00 

P.M. on the 29th. Anyone planning on assisting 

should contact Chuck by cell phone at 216-544-

6400 or by email at cwaltf@aol.com. 
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  New Business - Jim Futules gave the York 

Report. Biggest news was the decision by the 

Eastern Division of the TCA to go back to a Fri-

day-Saturday meet starting in April 2020. Jim al-

so noted that large S Spree vendor Gary Clark 

had a major health issue. 

  Discussion was had about upcoming shows. Bill 

Newhouse and Mike Udolph were to take the 

tinplate layout to the Mt. Hope show on Novem-

ber 2, 2019. but the layouts were not going to 

any other show before our Snowdogs Train show 

on January 4, 2020. 

  We will take our show flyers to upcoming train 

shows in the area in November and December, 

including the TCA and Frieden shows. 

  Next Meeting. November 24, 2019; Our Snow-

dogs Train show - January 4. 2020; York TCA 

Eastern Division show October 17-19, 2019. 

  With no further items, a motion was made to ad-

journ the meeting by Joe Jansky, seconded by 

Jim Sima, approved unanimously.  The meeting 

was adjourned at 7:22 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Chuck Fonda, Acting Secretary 

 

Meeting Minutes — September 15, 2019 continued 

Note from Chuck 
   While I may see a few of you at the Library 

event, and some more at the next meeting, I 

may not see most of you until the Snowdogs 

train show. So, I just wanted to wish all of you a 

very safe and enjoyable holiday season, whatev-

er your faith. Our respective holiday seasons are 

rooted in miracles, whether it is oil for lamps last-

ing eight days instead of one, or a new faith 

springing forth in very hard times with a mes-

sage of compassion and love which was differ-

ent for the times. A priest I knew quite well would 

quote Mother Teresa to me “We are not tasked 

with doing one or two great tasks, but many 

small ones”. Our lives are really each small mira-

cles, blessed with family and close friends near 

us. Be happy and be joyful as you celebrate the 

holidays of your respective faiths, treasuring all 

the wonders present in your lives. A Bientot - or 

till we meet again. 

 
Chuck 

In Honor of Veteran's Day, Men going to War from the Painesville Depot 
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Upcoming Shows: 

Nov. 17, Mansfield Train Show, Mansfield, Ohio 
 

Nov. 30, TCA Meet, Parma, Ohio 
 

Dec. 8, Massillon Trains Show, Massillon, Ohio 
 

Dec. 15, Christmas Train Show, LCC, Kirtland, Ohio 
 

Dec. 29, Mansfield Train Show, Mansfield, Ohio 
 

Dec. 30, TCA Meet, Parma UAW 
 

Jan. 4, Snow Dog Train Show, Parma UAW 
 

 

Be sure to check www.cleveshows.com for the most com-

plete list of NE Ohio Train and Toy Shows! 
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NEXT MEETING:  Sunday, November 24, 2019 , 6:00 pm 

Golden Corral in Macedonia  

8261 Golden Link Blvd  

Macedonia, Ohio  44067 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CVSG 

Jim Futules, 

PO Box 291  

TALLMADGE, OH 44278 


