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The Lakeshore Special 

  

  

 

President's Message for October 2018 
A model railroad can sometimes be finicky.  

Something derails, a locomotive fails to run 

properly, or the power isn’t getting to where it is 

supposed to go.  The real railroads are pretty 

much like our model railroads only on a much 

grander scale. 

 

When Conrail was formed back in 1976, one of 

the first things they did was a time study on all of 

the trailer van (TV) trains within the system.  All 

of the middle management people that were 

available were called upon to ride the trains from 

some point A to some point B and to take note of 

departure times, arrival times, and everything 

that happened in between.  The effort spanned a 

total of six weeks. 

 

I was assigned the TV train from Detroit, Michi-

gan to Saint Catharines, Ontario, Canada with a 

distance of about 200 miles.  Since it was going 

through Canada, a Canadian crew had the hon-

ors of running the train.  They were always on 

time and got the train on the road by 11:30 PM 

(yes, in the middle of the night).  The trip was 

about 5 hours with a stop in London, Ontario for 

a crew change.  There was enough time where I 

could get some rest before catching an Amtrak 

train back to Detroit just in time to catch the next 

TV train back to Saint Catharines. There were a 

few glitches during those grueling six weeks but 

none were as bad as that one night with a pair of 

Alco C-636 locomotives doing the honors. 

 

The locomotives of that time used DC motors 

with a complex electrical system that controlled 

how the electric current got to the motors.  When 

starting out, all of the motors are wired in series.  

As the speed increases, the system transitions 

to a combination of series and parallel motor cir-

cuits.  Once above a certain speed, all of the 

motor circuits are in a parallel configuration.  

This is to protect the motors from burning out 

when moving at low speeds.  It is sort of like a 

three speed transmission in an automobile but is 

electrical rather than mechanical. 

 

One of the locomotives failed to transition thus 

keeping the speed at no greater than 20 mph 

resulting in a long 15 hours to go that 200 miles 

punctuated by an air hose separation that acti-

vated the emergency braking system.  The crew 

had to walk along the train to find where the sep-

aration occurred.  Such was life on the real thing.  

At least with a model railroad, the frustrating little 

problems that occur don’t take much time out of 

your day with no one complaining about late de-

liveries. 

 

Summer 2018 is officially over and time to get 

back to our trains.  The Great Berea Train Show 

is now behind us.  Both the hi-rail and tinplate 

layout were there and ran well.  Friday evening 

was interesting with 19 people showing up to 

help with setup.  Thanks to all who did the hon-

ors of running the layouts on Saturday and Sun-

day and a special thanks to Lee McCarty, Jim 

Sima, and Brian Stopar for the use of their vehi-

cles to tow the trailers to and from the fair-

ground.  
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President's  Message Continued 

The tinplate layout has been committed to Jon 

Ulbright’s CJ Trains Show in Mount Hope, Ohio 

on Saturday November 3, 2018.  A crew is need-

ed to get it there and set up.  It will also be going 

to the Cleveland Public Library on November 24, 

2018. 

 

There was an issue with two newsletters being 

returned as undeliverable.  The one was 

straightened out whereby it got to where it was 

supposed to go.  The other went to an individual 

for which Gregg Melzer has no record.  The 

membership roster has been a point of discus-

sion and that there are quite a few people who 

have not paid their dues for 2018.  There will be 

a coordinated effort to get members back on 

track and to update both the roster and the mail-

ing list.  Those who do not pay their dues run the 

risk of being dropped from membership with no 

more newsletters and emails.   

 

Thanks goes out to Ken Vendlinger for hosting 

the September meeting.  Those in attendance 

were treated to a fantastic G gauge backyard 

model railroad and to his basement layout that 

ran both O and S gauge trains.  Everything ran 

flawlessly. 

 
 

Jim Futules 

The meeting was called to order at Ken 

Vendlinger’s at 6:10 by President Jim Futules; 

21 members present. Gregg Melzer gave treas-

urer’s report – we have money and in solid finan-

cial condition. 

Old Business:  
Discussion was had about updating membership 

list. Gregg Melzer, Ken Vendlinger and Tom 

Fritsch are to coordinate membership list. The 

Berea Train Show is coming up on October 6 

and 7, 2018.  Set up is Friday afternoon starting 

at 4 pm. We will need crews to set up tinplate 

and high rail layouts, run layouts both days and 

take down both layouts. The S-Spree set for May 

16-18, 2019 at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Berea-

Middleburg Heights.  Jim Futules and Lee 

McCarty are going to meet with the hotel around 

the Berea Train Show. Jim also noted that clinics 

would be needed for the Spree. Chuck Fonda 

and Bill Newhouse discussed several possible 

clinics. The flea market arrangements on the 

Saturday of the spree were also mentioned. 

 

New Business:  
The Mt. Hope Jon Ulbright show on November 3, 

2018 was discussed.  The tinplate layout will be 

going. Transportation for the layout still needs to 

be worked out. Jim Futules presented a proposal 

request from the NASG to take over the NASG 

convention in Pittsburgh, as no local club wanted 

to host the event. No one in the club was inter-

ested in taking over this convention.  Jim Futules 

discussed the club train show at the UAW Hall 

on January 5, 2019. Motion was made to reim-

burse Tom Pescha for advertising expenses for 

the show similar to prior years. The motion was 

made by Terry Patti and seconded by Joe Jan-

sky.  

 

Motion to adjourn at 7:15 by Lee McCarty (first 

motion made in 19 years, not as president), se-

conded by Brian Stopar. 

Meeting Minutes — September  23, 2018  
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Pics from The Great Berea Train Show 2018 
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Upcoming Shows: 
 

Oct 20 - Old Eli’s Train Show 

 

Oct 27 - TCA Meet, Parma UAW Hall 

 

Oct 28 - Medina Train Show 

 

Nov. 3 - Mt. Hope Train Show 

 

Nov. 4 - Erie Model Train Show 

 

Nov. 10 - Nets Model Train Show 

 

Nov. 11 - Norwalk & Western RR Model    

             Train Show 

Nov. 18 Mansfield Train Show 
 

Be sure to check www.cleveshows.com for the 

most complete list of NE Ohio Train and Toy 

Shows! 
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NEXT MEETING SUNDAY, October 21, 2018 , 6:00  PM  
The next meeting will be held at Tom Zimmerman, 463 Cresmont Ave.,  Hartville, Ohio 44632. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CVSG 

Jim Futules 

310 S MUNROE RD, 

TALLMADGE, OH 44278-2930  


