November 2018

The Lakeshore Special
President's Message for November 2018
It is hard to believe that the AC Gilbert Company
has been gone for over 50 years and that the
American Flyer S gauge trains the company
made are still around today. We don’t really
think about it until someone brings up the subject
that the Gilbert era S gauge trains we collect
and/or operate are all over 50 to 70 years old
and getting older as time goes by. Anyone in
this age group knows what it is like and the
same can be said of those trains.
Things were not all that old when I first started
my collection in 1969. Most of what I bought
worked with nothing beyond having to clean and
lubricate the locomotives. There were a few that
needed some replacement parts; a smoke in
tender unit for a 312, a driver for a 336, a gear
for a 484 and this was over 40 years ago.
Much of what is out there has gone through a lot
over the years with repairs done just to keep
them running. Fix it any way you can so that it
runs was the norm. Even the service manuals
showed a lot of substitution parts to replace what
was no longer available. I can attest to that as I
used to help out a fellow in Pennsylvania before
coming to Ohio in 1980. Someone came in to the
shop with a box full of parts and pieces asking
that we put together a locomotive out of the
parts. The end product was a 290 with a tender
that belonged with a 283 and the guy was happy
with it. They were just toys to be played with
whereby originality wasn’t a concern to their
owners.

Most, if not all, of the trains eventually ended up
in disuse as it all sat in an attic, a closet, or a
damp basement before they got snapped up by
the collectors only to spend more time sitting on
a shelf (or in boxes) with scores of others. Some
were even pulled out of trash destined to a landfill (scavenging and dumpster diving certainly
come to mind). The ravages of time eventually
took a toll on them.
I have purchased a number of collections in the
last 12 years, both large and small, and it became obvious that everything that came into my
hands needed a good going over and cleaning.
It has become a sure bet that the locomotives
don’t run (The TCA grading standards considers
appearance only for a good reason). If they do
run, performance is sluggish. Some of the many
problems one can expect to encounter are:










Dried out grease and seized axles
Dirty or worn out contact points in the R/C
unit
Collapsed brush springs and worn out brushes
Loose rims (steamers)
Broken or missing parts or wrong parts
Hardened or worn out Pullmor tires
Worn out axle bores (diesels)
Outright basket cases
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President's Message Continued
With the way things have been going in the last
10 years, a lot of it just isn’t worth the time and
effort to bring back to life unless you intend to
use it or it is of personal value. They are just like
automobiles to eventually be parted out so that
others can live on.

The tinplate layout was taken to Jon Ulbright’s
CJ Trains show in Mt. Hope. There was a good
turnout of members to help set up, run, and take
down the layout. The layout ran well the entire
day. The only issue was some of us missing a
few turns and ending up well off target including
me. Thanks to all who came to help.

Jim and Maryanne Sima have offered to host the
club’s Christmas dinner at their home in Solon.
Details will be brought forth at this month’s meeting at the Firehouse Grill & Pub on route 91
(South Avenue) right on the circle in Tallmadge,
Ohio. The meeting date is November 18, 2018
at 6:00 PM in the restaurant’s conference room.
See you all there.
There will not be a December newsletter.
Jim Futules

Thanks goes out to Tom Zimmerman for hosting
the October meeting at his home in Hartville.
We were treated to a great layout and good
food.

Cleveland Public Library
The club will have its layout at the downtown Cleveland Public Library on November 24. Members are needed for setup,
take down and staffing. Set up will be at
4:00 PM on Friday, with layouts running
from 10 AM-4PM on Saturday.

Upcoming Shows:
Nov. 18 Mansfield Train Show
Nov. 24 TCA Meet, Parma
Dec. 2 Medina Train Show
Dec. 9 Christmas Train Show
Dec. 9 Massillon Train Show
Be sure to check www.cleveshows.com for the
most complete list of NE Ohio Train and Toy
Shows!
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Meeting Minutes — October 21, 2018
The October 21st 2018 meeting of the CVSGA
was held at the home of Tom Zimmerman and
called to order by President Jim Futules at 6:20
p.m. with 19 members present. Gregg Melzer
read the treasurers report. We are still in good
shape with no outstanding debts.

Old Business: None
New Business:
Lee McCarty gave the York report. There were a
lot of lookers, and not many buyers. Attendance
seems to be declining, and as a result, to save
money, the TCA Eastern Division is no longer
providing senior discounts. Lee also had adventures coming and going to the meet. Catch up
with him to discuss further.
President Jim Futules has requested an update
on the search for the By-Laws. All long-time
members are asked to search their archives for
copies.
Jim Futules announced a committee to search
and update the membership list consisting of
himself, Tom Fritsch and Gregg Melzer. An updated and complete membership list should be
ready in a few months
Discussion was had about upcoming events
where the club will be taking layouts. First discussed was the Mt. Hope show on November 3,
2018. Lee McCarty said he would take the layout
down to the show on the Saturday morning of
the show. Next up was the Cleveland Library
Winterfest event on November 24, 2018, with the
tinplate layout going. Chuck Fonda gave the
usual set-up time of 4:00 PM on Friday, with layouts running from 10 AM-4PM. All help will be
appreciated. Discussion was also had about the
Freeden train show at Kirtland on December 9,
with no decision being made, and further discussion to be made at the November meeting.

ence on March 3, 2019 with no decision being
made. Jim Futules said he would look into the
show further and report back to the club.
The high rail layout was discussed. Bridge sections are in need of work, as more tubes and
pins are needed and tool boxes for both layouts
really should be updated. Bill Newhouse made a
Motion that the Club should spend up to $250.00
to update the hi-rail layout and tool boxes, which
was seconded by Tom Scott and passed unanimously..
Jim Futules brought up the 2019 S Spree, noting
the new location at the Crowne Plaza Hotel near
the Berea Fairgrounds. Jim reminded everybody
bout the flea market on Saturday and asked
Chuck Fonda to check if the Indians are playing
at home that weekend. (They are, May 16-19 vs.
the Baltimore Orioles). Discussion was had
about the actual square footage available for
clinics and dealer tables, and Jim Futules indicated he would investigate and get back to the
club before the next meeting. A buffet vs. sitdown dinner was discussed, and Jim asked for a
clinic chairman to volunteer.
Up and coming Train Shows: TCA in November,
and the Christmas Train Show at the Cleveland
Library in November as noted above, the Saturday of Thanksgiving weekend. Also Freeden on
Dec. 9 and our Snowdogs show on Jan. 5, 2019
With no further items, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Mark Ward and seconded
by Tom Scott. The meeting was adjourned at
7:38 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Chuck Fonda, Acting Secretary

Also discussed was a train show in Independ-
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NEXT MEETING SUNDAY, November 18, 2018 , 6:00 PM
Firehouse Grill & Pub on route 91 (South Avenue) right on the circle in Tallmadge.

CVSG
Jim Futules
310 S MUNROE RD,
TALLMADGE, OH 44278-2930
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