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There was a comment in one of the NASG publications quite a few years ago where the fellow
was lamenting the fact that the S gauge manufacturers were still gauging the track at 0.875 inch
(7/8”) instead of the correct 0.883 inch. His point
was that 56 and 1/2 inches scales out to 0.883
inch, not 0.875 inch in S scale. That is a difference of only .008 inch or 1/2 of a scale inch that
you would never notice without a track gauge. As
a mechanical engineer who once worked for a real railroad, I can attest to the fact that the track
gauge on the real thing can vary as much as 1/2
inch in either direction without any problems. It is
also a fact that general design work was once
done in fractional inches where high precision
wasn’t essential and that 7/8 of an inch was a
convenient number that was close enough for S
gauge. If you want to nitpick, consider O gauge
and just exactly what is it?
O gauge is based on 7 mm to the foot which
works out to 1:43 scale (that is metric by the way
used to measure out scale feet). That is all well
and good until you get to the track gauge. At 7
mm, the track gauge should be 1.298 inches
which was difficult when you are working with
fractional inches. To get around that, it was
rounded off to a very convenient 1.25 inches putting the track gauge at 54.4 scale inches. To
solve that, someone came up with 17/64 inch to
the foot or 1:45 scale. While this put the track
gage at the correct 1.25 inches, 17/64 was difficult to work with when trying to figure out the dimensions for that building or piece of rolling stock.
Quick, convert 35 feet 10 inches to inches at
17/64 inch to the foot without a calculator (they
didn’t exist in those days). Then someone else
comes along and decides that both 7 mm and
17/64 were just too hard to work with so why not
just simplify everything by using 1/4 inch to the
foot or 1:48 scale but kept the track gauge at 1.25

inch. Now the track is at a scale 60 inches. Then
throw in two rail versus three rail.
S gauge is straight forward at 1:64 scale or 3/16”
to the foot. I am glad I am an S gauger who is not
too concerned about track gauge.
In spite of the heavy rain encountered early in the
afternoon, the club picnic went well on Sunday
June 3 with quite a crowd coming to enjoy the day
compliments of Mike Udolph and the Northeastern Ohio Live Steamers in Medina. The food was
great with everyone bringing appetizers, side
dishes, and desert to go along with the hamburgers, hot dogs, chicken, and brats provided by the
club and cooked up by chefs Marty Lydecker,
Mary Beth Lydecker, and Bill Newhouse. It was a
fantastic way to kick off the summer months.
Speaking of summer, the tinplate layout is being
worked on. By the time you read this, the layout
will have had the necessary maintenance work
done in Lee McCarty’s barn and ready to be put
back in the trailer on Sunday July 29, 2018 followed by the club meeting.
The hi-rail layout was supposed to be brought
back to my place in June for additional upgrades.
That didn’t happen. More trouble with trees with
the latest one falling were the trailer was to go. At
least the trailer was not present or there would
have been yet more grief. There are also some
physical problems on a personal level that rules
out any lifting for the present. As a result, the
work planned for the hi-rail layout has been put off
until further notice.
See you all at the meeting at Lee’s place.
Jim Futules
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Meeting Minutes — June 3, 2018
The club had its picnic at the Ohio Live Steamers in
Medina.

NEWS AND NOTES:
Summer is just about upon us and time to do
some maintenance on the tinplate layout. Jim
Zborowski is no longer able to work on it at his
place in Medina. Lee McCarty has agreed to give
us the use of his barn in Broadview Heights.
There is a two week time window to do the work.
In order to get started, your help is needed to get
it out of the trailer and set it up in the barn. Please
come to Leeâ€™s place at 1:00 PM on Saturday
July 14, 2018. The teardown will be at 1:00 PM
on Sunday July 29, 2018 followed by a club meeting. Mark your calendar for those two days.
Jim Futules

Ashtabula Station - Sad Day
A sad day indeed came on the last day of May.
The Ashtabula Depot came to a very unjust end.
It was built by the Lake Shore and Michigan
Southern Railroad in 1901. The same railroad
that built the Painesville Depot. CSX Railroad
workers tore it down Thursday (May 31, 2018)
because of ongoing safety concerns.
A local non-profit group, known as 21st Century Ashtabula Depot Rail Experience, formed
three years ago and advocated turning the depot
into a limited, working Amtrak Station. Though
city officials backed the plan, it never came to
fruition.
Some of the Station History is John F. Kennedy's train stopped during his campaign for president in 1960.
The depot has additional historical value to the
area as the station is within 1,000 feet of the
deadliest train bridge collapse in U.S. history,
which killed 83 people in 1876.

All that is left by the end of the day.
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Upcoming Shows:
Jefferson Model Train Show, July 21,
Jefferson, Ohio
Painesville Depot 125th Birthday Party,
Aug. 4, Painesville Railroad Museum.

Railroad Memorabilia Show, Aug. 26
Painesville Railroad Musuem.

Be
sure
to
check
www.cleveshows.com for the most
complete list of NE Ohio Train and
Toy Shows!
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NEXT MEETING SUNDAY, July 29, 2018 , 1:00 PM
work party followed by meeting
The next meeting will be held at Lee McCarty, 8725 Broadview Road, Broadview Heights, Ohio
44147. For questions or directions, contact Lee at (440)-526-9864 (home); (440)-665-0243 (cell) or
via email at macsir@aol.com). .

CVSG
Lee McCarty
8725 Broadview Road
Broadview Heights, OH 44147
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